
 

File:  Thunder & Lightning Policy 

LIABILITY ALERT FORM 
 
Umpire Reporting:                           Chapter: __________ 

Name of Partner: ______________________________ Date of Game: ________________   

Site: _____________________  Teams:_________________ vs. __________________ 

Level of Play (circle one):  MODIFIED    JUNIOR VARSITY   VARSITY     SUMMER LEAGUE  

Weather Conditions: _________________________________________________________ 

Condition of Field: __________________________________________________________ 

Name or number of Injured Player: ________________________ Team: _______________ 

Describe what occurred: ______________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Submit this form to the VICE-PRESIDENT of NYSSO (address above) within 72 hours of the 
game in which a player was carried off the field and/or left by an ambulance.  Also, keep a 
copy for your records and give a copy to the designated person on your board’s for 
the boards records. 
 
Section: ____    Chapter: ________  Date of Report: _____________ 
 
Below to be filled out by state V.P. 
 
Date Received: ______________        Date Filed: ______________________ 
 

 

New York State 

SOFTBALL OFFICIALS 
Organization, Inc. 

President 
James Berkery 
20 Mass Ave 

Cohoes, NY 12047 
Phone/Fax 518-237-6682 

JRBerkery@aol.com 

Vice President 
Brad White 

60 Spring Street 
Goshen, NY 10924 

914-960-9344 
Bradford.h.white@gmail.com 

Secretary 
Lynne Nemeth 

329 Roe Avenue 
Elmira, NY 14901 

607-259-2062 
lnemeth@stny.rr.com 

Treasurer 
Dick James 

209 Castle Creek Rd. 
Binghamton, NY 13901 

607-648-4227 
rjames14@stny.rr.com 

NYSPHSAA THUNDER & LIGHTNING POLICY  
 

Applies to all regular season through NYSPHSAA Finals 
 
1. Thunder and lightning necessitates that contests be suspended.  The 

occurrence of thunder &/or lightning is not subject to interpretation or 
discussion – thunder is thunder, lightning is lightning. 

a. With your site administrator, set up a plan for shelter prior 
to the start of any contest. 

2. When thunder is heard and/or when lightning is seen, the following 
procedures should be adhered to: 

a. Suspend play and direct participants to go to shelter, a 
building normally occupied by the public of if a building is 
unavailable, participants should go inside a vehicle with a 
solid metal top (e.g. bus, van, car) 

b. Do not permit people to stand under or near a tree; and 
have all stay away from poles, antennas, towers and 
underground watering systems, 

c.  After thunder and/or lightning have left the area, wait 
approximately 30 minutes after the last boom is heard 
or strike is seen before resuming play or competition. 

 
YOUR FIRST CONCERN IS THE SAFETY OF THE ATHLETES AND SPECTATORS! 
 
You are putting yourself in a very bad liability spot if you do not adhere to this policy.  
Remember to always rule on the side of safety. 
 
Sections may opt to enact a more stringent policy, please check with your 
section for its policy. 

(taken from 2010 - 2012 NYSPHSAA Handbook p.110) 


